Immediately after the midday meal a methylene blue pill, enclosed in well-made catgut coverings (obtainable from G. Pohl, Schonbaum, Dantzig), is administered.
The raw connective tissue, catgut, is only dissolved when the free hydrochloric acid is present in the gastric juice. The presence of blue pigment in the urine shows that secretion of acid by the stomach, digestion of the catgut, and absorption from the intestine are all being carried on; absence of it shows that food is passing too quickly from the stomach, or that there is insufficiency of the secretory or motor function; delay points to lesser degrees of insufficiency. It 
